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a wider distribution in printed form is represented by this volume. 
The papers abstracted are of the best quality, show careful selection, 
and were published in the different years of the war, a few in 1918. 
The best guarantee of the quality of the work fs the fact that it was 
done in the interest of our own soldiers under government super¬ 
vision. There is probably very little war surgery of value that Inis 
not been gathered in one way or another. For example, there is 
no abstract of Duval's great work on lung surgery, but his work is 
well condensed in Moynihan’s paper. The abstracts are grouped 
under the following headings: General topics, under which are 
abstracts of two good papers on the development of British surgery 
at the front and in the hospitals along the lines of communication; 
wound infection and treatment; tetanus; gas gangrene; abdomen; 
chest; cardiovascular surgery; joints; fractures; burns; anesthesia; 
trench foot; peripheral nerve injuries; and jaws and face. One 
could hardly obtain elsewhere a better condensation of the actual 
surgical experience of this war. T. T. T. 


Information for tiik Tuberculous. By F. W. Wrrncn, A.M., 
M.D., Instructor in Medicine and Physician in Charge of Tuber¬ 
culosis Dispensary in the University of Minnesota Medical 
School; Visiting Physician to University Hospital, Minneapolis. 

The aim of modern medicine seems to be to promote health 
welfare by intensive educational propaganda. This book is written 
with that thought evidently in mind. The author has succeeded 
in writing a very readable treatise that will be appreciated by 
patients suffering with tuberculosis. The language is untcchnieal, 
the chapters arc short, and the disease, its symptoms and treatment 
are admirably described. It is hopeful in its tone and will undoubt¬ 
edly materially aid the physician attending in his efforts to bring 
about a cure. The reviewer is convinced that books such as this 
that give to patients an accurate knowledge of their affliction are 
very much worth while. Dr. Joslin’s recent book on Diabetes is 
along the same line. C. N. K. 


Local and Regional Anesthesia. By Carroll IV. Allen, 
Assistant Professor of Surgery at Tulanc University of Louisiana. 
Second edition. Pp. 002; 200 illustrations. Philadelphia and 
London: W. B. Saunders Company. 

Rudolph Matas, to whom the volume is dedicated, presents an 
introduction of five pages, which furnishes a very important reason 
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for the preparation and publication of the book. On becoming 
director of the surgical clinic of Tulane University, in 1895, Matas 
began to experiment on and study and practice methods of local 
anesthesia to diminish the indications for general narcosis and to 
substitute for the dangers of the prevailing anesthetic of the south, 
chloroform, the more laborious but far safer methods of peripheral 
analgesia. In six years they were doing 50 to 00 per cent, of the 
operations under local anesthesia which had previously required 
general narcosis. A pupil of Matas, Dr. Allen, having assiduously 
cultivated the technic in all its branches, presents in this volume 
the methods practiced and the teachings expounded in the surgical 
clinics of Tulane University for the last twenty years. It was the 
first book in our language to attempt the survey of the entire field 
of major surgery. The first edition, appearing in 1914, was reprinted 
in April, 1915, and November, 1916; but this second edition is 
revised and entirely reset. The key to the proper valuation of the 
work is that we are getting in it the results of twenty years' work 
at Tulane under the guidance and inspiration of Matas. The papers 
put out from this clinic in that time have been freely drawn from. 
Every phase of local anesthesia, including regional and spinal, is 
discussed. One is impressed by the thoroughness based upon large 
clinical material, with which the various methods have been tried 
out. The marvellous growth of local and regional anesthesia is of 
recent years, and few surgeons probably appreciate how far it 
has gone and how great are its possibilities. This volume should 
be in every surgeon’s library. T. T. T. 


Clinical Medicine for Nurses. By Paul H. Ringer, M.D. 

Pp. 280. Philadelphia: F. A. Davis Company. 

The book represents the substance of lectures on medical diseases 
that the author has delivered in past years to the nurses at Asheville 
Mission Hospital. Good judgment has been used in omitting dis¬ 
cussion of physical signs and in concentrating on symptoms and their 
interpretation. It is unfortunate that on page 232 there should be a 
typographical error which is confusing. In a book of this kind the 
author cannot expect to find all his views agreed to, and the reviewer 
takes exception to the statement that blood-pressure estimations 
are of no practical use to the nurse. We feel that the technic is far 
from complicated and that readings have some value in diseases like 
pneumonia and typhoid fever, for instance. 

The book, taking all in all, serves well the purpose for which it was 
written. E. H. G. 



